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Reverend Sir, 

Although you' will not consent to address a Bishop of 
the Church of England with the title he derives, not 
from his rank in that Church, but from his seat in the 
Council of Peers, I trust I shall incur no offence in 
addressing a Minister, once ordained into the same 
Church, by the epithet applied in common to its 
highest and its humblest officers ; and that you will 
submit to be designated by others, as I observe that 
you still designate yourself. 

That the Letter, in which you recently laid your 
complaints against the Church of England, and your 
resignation of its emoluments, before the first ecclesi- 
astical authority in the Diocese, should have been 
promulgated to the discredit of that Church, by one 
who had once reposed beneath its shelter, is a cir- 
cumstance which every member of the community 
you have abandoned, must conscientiously deplore. I 
was grieved to see even the columns of a newspaper 
employed in a service so ungracious. Ha^ the matter, 
however, rested here, I, for one> should have scarcely 
thought it worth while to place a quarrel, of local and 
temporary interest only, upon more permanent and 
public record. But when I saw the same Letter, not 
only issued in the more pretending form of a distinct 
publication, but offered at a merely nominal price, in 
the hope of an " extensive circulation/' I must con* 
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fess^ an unpleasant suspicion of the motives and de- 
signs for such a course, involuntarily urged me to 
remonstrance. It is not usual, when we part, even in 
anger and disgust, from old and dear acquaintance 
(and I trust the acquaintance you now forego was 
once dear to you), to proclaim their failings to the 
world, — to expose their errors to open shame and 
scandal, — ^to " make a public example of them ;" but 
rather " to put them away privily ,*• — to smother both 
our disapproval and our displeasure, and to pray in 
secret for their amendment. 

One might have hoped, indeed, that the circum- 
stances of the Church of England, at the passing 
moment, were such as to plead, at least for leniency, 
at the hands of her fiercest adversaries. Beset at 
once by the assaults of dissent, of fanaticism, and of 
infidelity, she has little to expect on earth, but from 
the justice of her righteous quarrel, and the fidelity of 
her ministers and adherents. In " the fiery furnace 
of affliction** she must prepare, both individually and 
collectively, to be tried ; but she knows that God is 
faithful, who will neither sufiPer " the gates of hell to 
prevail," nor abandon his people to "the hour of 
adversity, and the power of darkness." 

But on another, and a more important considerar 
tion, I am happy and thankful, beyond expression, for 
this avowal of your hostility : and if, indeed, we are 
to take your announcement as authoritative, that the 
objections you here urge^ comprise not only the prin- 
cipal causes of your own dissatisfaction, but ** some of 
the most important reasons for conscientious dissent" 
on the part of seceders in general from the Church of 
England ; I do not hesitate to acknowledge my opi- 
nion, that the purity of her doctrines and constitution 
is more triumphantly vindicated, and the perverse- 
ness or frivolity of too many of the pretences which 
have separated her children from her bosom, more 
effectively established, by the accusations of an 
adversary, than could have been expected from the 
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soundest arguments or highest eloquence of her 
defenders. 

Not that I would have you imagine^ Sir, I am pre- 
pared to pronounce the Church of England faultless 
in every particular, the most minute and unimport- 
ant. The Church of Christy the Apostolic Church, are 
titles replete with sanctity and reverence ; and I do 
not suppose that, in their full, and strict, and heavenly 
import, they are applicable to any congregation, ex- 
posed to the corruptions of humanity, on earth. Still, 
*' in all those things that of necessity are requisite" to 
the maintenance and propagation of Christianity, I do 
believe that the Church of England not only surpasses 
every other establishment since the days of the first 
converts, but is not likely, in the ordinances of her 
faith and worship, to be ever improved hereafter. 
Other points there are, connected with her discipline 
and administrations, on which all men, of modest zeal 
and sincerity, are beginning to agree, that alterations 
may be effected for the better ; and if her Ministers 
remain but true to themselves, and to the holy cause 
they have espoused, I see no reason to despair that 
her bulwarks may be yet established in complete 
security and peace. 

I shall now proceed to answer specifically, and 
with as much distinctness as brevity of language will 
allow, your several topics of dissent That any rea- 
soning will henceforth bring conviction to a mind, 
which has naturally weighed the whole subject with 
repeated deliberation, is more than can be fairly anti- 
cipated : should the remarks I have to offer tend, in 
any degree, to intercept what you have ventured to 
pronounce " the cause of Truth," but what I am no 
less confident in characterizing as the came of Error, 
the labours of him who now comes forward, the hum- 
ble but zealous advocate of his brethren in the minis* 
try, will but add another to many former proofs, how 
humble ore the instruments the Almighty sometimes 



6 

condescends to employ in the dissemination of His 
will among mankind. 

I. Your first, and perhaps your most material 
objection, is urged against our Baptismal Service, 
especially as performed on infants. You do not allow 
that remission of sins, regeneration of the Spirit, incor- 
poration into the Church of Christ, and adoption into 
the &mily of His children, take place on those occa- 
sions. You deny that '' God has ever promised such 
benefits, during such a service, any more than at any 
other time.'' It must be borne in mind, that no one 
is admitted to this solemnity, but on the distinct 
pledge of &ith, repentance, and amendment: and I 
think you will hardly doubt the benefits of Christ's 
mediation on the fulfilment of these conditions. But 
we have fortunately far more definite grounds than 
this to rest upon. The imion of the outward visible 
sign with the inward spiritual grace in Baptism, — of 
water and of the Spirit, — is distinctly stated by our 
Lord, in his conference with Nicodemus, to constitute 
the second birth, — ^the first step of entrance into the 
Kingdom of Heaven. The baptism of John was in- 
deed a ceremony of purification, preparatory to the 
arrival of the Messiah, — ^''a baptism unto repentance ;" 
but the baptism of Christ was a sacrament of spiritual 
efficacy, on the fiill revelation of his mission, — "^ 
baptism with the Holy Ghost and with fire." We are 
here dedicated, not only to God the Father, in tender 
of obedience; to God the Son, in acknowledgment of 
his intercession ; but to God the Holy Ghost also, in 
token that our souls and bodies are thenceforth sanc- 
tified by the offer of his grace. We find St. Paul 
studiously asserting this distinction ; and, on hearing 
that the Ephesians had not been made acquainted even 
with the existence of the Holy Ghost, having been 
baptized only '* unto the baptism of John," he ad- 
dresses them in these emphatic words :— '' John verily 
baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto 






the people, that they should believe on Him which 
should come after him ; that is, on Christ Jesus. And 
when they heard this/' continues the inspired histo- 
rian, '' they were baptized in the name of the Lord 
Jesus." And though the Church of England does 
not profess, that either at baptism, or at the subse- 
quent '^ laying on of hands," her disciples, in these latter 
days, receive, besides the ordinary operations of the 
Holy Ghost, the further gift of tongues or prophecy ; 
yet, that with '* the washing of regeneration," is also 
conferred the " the renewing of the Spirit ;" that ^' as 
many as have been baptized into Christ, have put on 
Christ ;" that '' by one Spirit we are all baptized into 
one body f that they who " repent, and are baptized 
in the name of Christ," receive " the gift of the Holy 
Ghost;" — thus much we devoutly believe, and return 
our thanks to God for every new example of his 
mercy. 

To enter freely and amply into this inquiry, would 
demand a long and patient discussion. But while, in 
my private capacity, I speak with boldness as the 
champion of a pubhc creed, I must beg. Sir, not to be 
misinterpreted upon a topic of so much delicacy and 
importance. By regeneration, must be understood 
what the Church of England understands by that 
term : we mean a second and spiritual birth, and 
nothing more ; the bestowal of endowments, to be 
gradually cultivated and improved, and not already 
matured in strength and vigour. We beUeve, that 
baptism finds us " children of wrath," '* heirs of dis- 
obedience," ''dead in trespasses and sins;" that it makes 
us " children of God," *^ heirs of immortalitv," alive to 
the impressions of holiness and virtue \ But we be- 

^ With respect to the use of the cross in baptism, it may be enough 
to say, that the Church attaches no inward efficacy to that sign ; that 
it is merely bestowed as a badge to denote the servant of Christ, 
" sealed on his forehead" with the emblem of his profession. The 
sacrament we consider quite complete without it ; and in the case of 
private baptism of the sick, the sign is not made till the return of 
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lieve that, after baptism, we are still but '' babes in 
Christ ;" that our own perverseness may resist and: 
quench the Spirit ; that, to our former sins forgiven, 
may be added a new abundance of iniquity ; that '^ the 
temples of the Holy Ghost" may be defiled : that, as 
children of God, we may yet prove disobedient ; as 
members of His Church, yet reprobate : that, in short, 
we have only the means of salvation put within our 
reach ; that by a course of progressive holiness, in 
" fear and trembling^' only, we can '' make our calling 
and election sure.** 

You will observe I have been speaking, hitherto, of 
baptism in general : in alluding to that of infants in 
particular, I must venture one remark. Although we 
acknowledge the duty of assimilating our Church, in 
points of faith and doctrine, to the precise pattern of 
Christ and his Apostles ; and, in matters of discipline, 
as near as may be to the same standard ; yet, in some 
respects, of secondary consideration, we do not hesi- 
tate to introduce arrangements, consonant to the spi* 
rit, though not precisely defined by the letter, of the 
Gospel. Other foundation we acknowledge not, but 
that which is already laid, which is Jesus Christ ; even 
upon this foundation we '' take heed how we build ; 
and I hope, under Providence, we have no need 
to fear the issue, when "our work shall be made 
manifest." 

But there seems. Sir, every reason to suppose, that 
Infant Baptism was instituted by Christ himself, and 
practised by his immediate ministers. We know that 
circumcision, the type of baptism, was never delayed 
after the eighth day ; and we know that the Jewish 
baptism of heathen proselytes was extended to all 
ages indiscriminately. With these prejudices in its 
favour, we find the custom not prohibited by our 
Lord in his universal charge to his apostles ; and that 
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they baptized whole families and households is no less 
authenticated, than that the practice was universally 
observed in the ages immediately subsequent. You 
deny that there is " any authority in Scripture for 
persons to come forward to make the promises and 
vows of repentance and faith in the name of an in- 
fent." Now, there is a very remarkable authority for 
a very similar proceeding at the hands of our Lord 
himself; and a most beautiful illustration it affords of 
the merciful indulgence of the Gospel to the unavoid- 
able infirmities of humanity. The friends of the 
paral}iic at Capernaum, unable to force a passage 
through the crowded entrance to the room where 
Christ was surrounded by his disciples, let down the 
couch of the sick man from the roof^ and entreated 
that he might be healed. The usual conditions of 
£a,ith and repentance, the mental debility of the patient, 
in this instance, incapacitated him from offering. But 
oiir Saviour saw he was in custody of those, who would 
not leave his soul to perish ; and he took their pro- 
mises for his. ^^ When Jesus saw their faith, he said 
unto the sick of the palsy. Son, thy sins be forgiven 
thee." Neither will I by any means admit, that 
''experience has fully proved the absurdity" of 
these professions. Sponsors may forget their vows ; 
the children may be never taught their obUga- 
tions : but both are, no doubt, equally registered in 
the book of God ; and whatever allowance may be 
made for the ignorance of the latter, the former, if 
they have neither seen to it themselves, nor impressed 
the calls of religion and humanity upon the parentis, 
must, assuredly, in neglecting the welfare of their 
charge, increase their own condemnation. 

11. In the objections you make to that affecting and 
sublime composition, the Service for the Burial of the 
Dead, you appear to me to have selected a passage by 
no means subject to animadversion, and to have over- 
looked those which have awakened the scruples of 
many. The main object of this service is to read a 
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lesson and a warning to survivors : they are reminded 
that the '* dead*' are only *' blessed'* when they '' die 
in the Lord ;" they are taught to look forward beyond 
the grave, — not only on their own behalves, but for 
their departed kinsfolk and brethren, who lie en* 
tombed around them, — in sure and certain hope of 
the " resurrection to eternal life ;" and though 
mourners at that trying hour must, indeed, be 
weaned from the seductions of this life, if they can 
truly join in thanks for the removal of their departed 
friend, even out of the miseries of a wicked world ; 
yet I look in vain for the slightest impropriety in an 
acknowledgment, that, while the body is committed 
to the earth, the spirit is returned into the hands of 
Him who gave it. 

III. Having vindicated the rite of Infant Baptism, I 
have no occasion to discuss the merits of the Church 
Catechism, in which you limit your remarks to the 
answers upon that topic. 

IV. The order of Confirmation is a necessary con- 
sequence of Infant Baptism ; and embraces not merely 
a renewal of former promises, but an avowal of per- 
sonal responsibility in future, after the vicarial profes- 
sions incurred by sponsors in our behalf at baptism. 
It is a ceremony perfectly consonant both with reason 
and with Scripture, and productive of the happiest 
efipects at a period of life, which confessedly requires, 
more than any other, the cautions and admonitions of 
religion. As to the refiisal of " spiritual persons" to 
'^ submit" to it, I am grieved to be compelled to own, 
that we see the character of spirituality too frequently 
assumed by minds not much addicted to submit to any 
order of moral or salutary restraints. — The offer of 
spiritual strength, and forgiveness of sins, which may 
or may not have been accepted, is sufficiently elu- 
cidated under the head of *' Baptismal Regeneration." 

V. There are some things in the service for King 
Charles's Martyrdom, not exactly conformable to the 
humility of a devotional disposition ; and a want of the 
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general correctness and discretion exercised in other 
portions of the Liturgy, seems to be here evinced, in 
something like a desire to identify the conduct of an 
earthly potentate with that of One, who can have no 
proper parallel among men. That this service should 
be deemed, for other reasons, an abomination in the 
sight of those, who arrogate to themselves the title of 
the '* Saints on Earth," will excite no surprise, when 
we remember thatit was by similar pretenders in the 
former age of puritanical fanaticism, by the Cromwells 
and the Harrisons, the Lilburnes and the Bradshawes, 
that the republican court of regicides was principally 
constituted. For my own part, I love and respect the 
memory of Charles. Though a feeble monarch, I 
believe he was an honest man; and he did, what 
patriots of all ages will talk unconcernedly enough of 
doing, — he laid his head upon the block for his country 
and his religion. Should the days unhappily recur, 
when similar sacrifices become necessary, I hope the 
devotion of the elder Charles will be applicable to 
many martjrrs. 

VI. As a gentleman of education, Sir, and probably 
of literary culture, I am surprised to hear you object 
to the application of the epithet " religious" to the 
reigning sovereign. It is very little in the style of the 
Liturgy of our Church, to flatter any man ; least of 
all, the rich in this world's goods. The term religious 
is applied to the king, as head (under the King of 
kings, and Lord of lords) of our religious establish- 
ment : just as the word civil is applied to a judicial or 
municipal magistrate. Had you objected to the epithet 
gracious, which immediately follows, your objection 
would have been so far borne out, as the same title 
had been applied, in a di£Perent sense, but a few lines 
before, to the Deity himself. The word, however, is 
nothing more than a compendious expression of the 
old form *' by the grace of God," and is attached, in 
that signification, both to the king and queen. 

Vir. The administration of the Lord's Supper is 
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one of the few occasions on which the minister still 
retains authority over notorious offenders ; to whom 
he is directed and bound to refuse the Communion. 
No sins, short of open scandal, can ever be brought, 
without obvious difficulty, under the sentence of the 
Church : and if, even in these cases, the Church of 
England has less facility than she ought to have in the 
reprobation of offenders ; at all events. Sir, I would 
not thwart the good effect of those solemnities, which 
now constitute almost her only hold upon the con- 
science of her congregation. 

VIII. As matrimony is a civil, no less than a reli- 
gious ceremony, and one which many persons will 
therefore undergo, as a matter of ordinary business, 
without any regard to its solemnity in the sight of 
God ; the Church of England has taken advantage of 
an opportunity so affecting, to address the parties, at 
their entramje upon a new career of life, in language 
the most affectionate and serious. But remembering, 
at the same time, that men of desultory principles and 
profligate habits would frequently present themselves 
for marriage, she warily abstains from any recognition 
of past conduct or disposition. Beyond the usual 
blessing invoked for all, who kneel before the altar of 
mercy, "O Lord, save thy servant and thy hand- 
maid," I remember not a single expression in the 
service, unfit to be pronounced alike over the worldly 
and the converted. 

IX. The Churching of Women, on the contrary, is 
a voluntary homage of thanksgiving : no one is com- 
pelled to come, who does not feel sincerely and der 
voutly thankful. Under these circumstances, it is 
pleasing to think it is a service so generally, and, I 
will add, so piously observed. And stem must be the 
heart, indeed, which could hesitate to present even 
the feeblest member of the sisterhood of faith, — weak 
by sex, and weak by the sorrows of travail, — ^an obla- 
tion of gratitude to the Almighty. 

X. Before I enter upon the question, which con- 
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stitutes the basis of your tenth and thirteenth heads, 
I would fain request your indulgence to one remark. 
I have already shown that, besides the mistakes into 
which I conceive you have fallen upon more important 
points, several of your objections are of a character 
so trifling in themselves, that, even were the proof 
entirely upon your own side, there would still appear 
no adequate ground for separation, either on the se- 
parate force of any one offence, or the collective 
weight of all. Is it likely, is it possible, that any 
form of praver, or any code of constitution, could be 
provided, which should precisely meet the views and 
wants of every one ? You may answer, and it is a 
very common argument, that this objection only 
proves the inexpediency of any Establishment, or any 
Liturgy at all. But suppose there were neither of 
these things, and that every minister were at liberty 
to ordain his own Church, and his own services, as he 
chose ; would he be sure of pleasing his congregation ? 
would he be sure of pleasing himself? Those who 
know, by experience, how much men differ in their 
tastes and sentiments, not only from one another, but 
from themselves at different periods, will agree with 
me, that there would be scarcely a chance of general, 
or even partial, satisfaction. It was this knowledge 
of man's caprice, that suggested the formation of our 
Ecclesiastical Constitution and Liturgy, on the grave 
and solemn deliberation of the most accomplished and 
pious divines and statesmen in the realm. And the 
very objections occasionally started to a particular 
passage or expression, affords, to my mind, the very 
strongest evidence of the wisdom of such a measure. 
It shows, at once, that without some sure and certain 
standard of doctrine, no two men would have agreed 
together, and any man might have taught any thing. 
Only note the present aspect of Christianity in. Eng- 
land : here is a whole nation acknowledging but one 
rule of faith, — the books of the Old and New Testa- 
ment, — ^all referring to it, and all willing to be guided 
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and tried by it^ and yet divided and subdivided into a 
countless multitude of sects^ denouncing one another 
with a fierceness of animosity that too plainly denotes 
the little interval betwixt their respective territories, 
and never united except against the stability of a 
Church, which has the restraints of a Liturgy and 
Constitution to combine its members with each other. 
Here we find a powerful, and in most, — I wish, for 
your sake. Sir, I could add in every instance, — an 
effectual security against schism. Every man who 
assents to the doctrines of the Church of England, is 
here expected to take with equanimity those imper- 
fections of a trifling nature, which all but the imme- 
diate operations of the Creator must invariably betray. 
We are expected to waive and subdue our own opi- 
nions upon questions of little import ; to confess it 
not unlikely that our forefathers were right, and our- 
selves wrong ; or, if otherwise, to bear with a little 
formality of thought, to put up with a little quaintness 
of expression, and not to renounce the homely devotion 
that has cheered the sorrows and stemmed the vices 
of centuries, though occasionally offensive to the " ears 
polite" of modem and fastidious refinement. It is thus 
alone we shall feel the value of a National Church, and 
tacitly rebuke that conceit of humility, which would 
rather worship by itself in a corner, than with the host 
of Israel in the courts of her Temple ; and declines all 
communion with its Maker, unless in the confidential 
form of a private interview. 

But, besides all this, there is another class of ob- 
jections, with which I imagine, Sir, that even a mi- 
nister of the Church may be excused for declining 
to interfere, or to express his dissatisfaction too pre- 
sumptuously. I allude to the political constitution 
of our religious establishment. It seems to me a topic 
fraught with great and momentous difficulties ; and I 
suspect the wisest course a young man can pursue, in 
matters beyond his reach, is to submit his own no- 
tions to the judgment of those^ whom he has found the 
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amplest reason to approve on other topics, where his 
own experience has enabled him to reason with pre- 
cision. On this principle, I am willing to adopt the 
recommendations of a Cranmer and a Ridley, and to 
conclude our present system to have been, in the main, 
judiciously devised. There may be objections to lay- 
patronage, whether public or private ; and certainly 
there was a time, when the claims of family connexion 
and worldly interest were known to exercise an im- 
proper influence, even with clerical bodies, in the dis- 
posal of their preferment. But I believe that blot is 
now daily growing fainter on the face of our profes- 
sion ; that candidates are less frequently presented for 
ordination, or advanced to stations of honour and 
profit, without some prospect of their stedfastness in 
the faith, and labour in the service of religion ; that, 
whatever may be the sincerity of the heart, fidelity in 
conduct is expected in a clergyman, and an assurance 
that he will " preach to others," though, God knows ! 
he may " himself become a castaway.*' 

XL No one can more regret than I do the ina- 
dequacy of the present arrangements at our Univer- 
sities to afford any thing like a decent preparation for 
Holy Orders. The religious studies of an under- 
graduate (I speak of Oxford six years ago) consisted 
of a chapter in the Greek Testament on Sundays, and 
a few questions in the Thirty-nine Articles, and Scrip- 
ture History, at the examination for a Bachelor's 
Degree. I know not whether a daily appearance at 
Chapel, during a portion of the Morning Service, and 
a compulsory communion at the Lord's Supper, may 
be classed under the head of moral restraints; if 
they are, it must be for lack of any other regulations 
entitled to that distinction. I must not, however, 
omit the Morning Sermons at St. Mary's, which, in the 
hands of a Shuttleworth or a Chandler, a Whately or 
a Copleston, could scarcely fail of influencing both the 
understanding and the affections of generous and 
intelligent youth : nor the Professor's Course of Lec-^ 
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tures in Divinity, in which the chair of Dr. Lloyd 
appears to have been inherited by a no less learned 
and industrious successor. But the aggregate of this 
amount can be scarcely entitled to the praise even of 
a theological, much less of a religious, education; and 
I fear the course of improvement in this quarter pro- 
ceeds but slowly. Still, a student does not neces- 
sarily, nor generally, step immediately from the 
Schools to the Church : he has, usually, at least a 
twelvemonth of serious reading and meditation at his 
option, before the irrevocable step is taken. Nor do 
I think the deficiencies of the University ought, in 
justice, to be visited on the Church, I have always 
considered the connexion between the two to be one 
of literary, rather than religious, qualification ; and, in 
this respect, I am convinced the mass of the people 
are greater gainers than they suppose, in the general 
intelligence and demeanour of the Clergy. And while 
the little learnt at College is turned to as much ac- 
count as possible in the examination for Orders, it 
cannot be denied that the latter is generally made a 
fair and satisfactory test of attainment in religious 
knowledge. 

XII. The Church of England has one misfortune,—- 
you may call it. Sir, one fault,-^inherent in its cha- 
racter as a National Establishment : and that is, that 
all who belong to no other party, are presumed to be- 
long to her. And as men of no religion at all may 
be ranked beneath those of the least desirable religion, 
so the National Church nominally embraces within its 
pale the very offscourings of the whole soil. Were 
the Church still invested with the privilege of general 
excommunication, her reputation would fare no better: 
an expelled Dissenter becomes, in name, a Church- 
man ; an excommunicated Churchman would remain, 
in name, a Churchman still. She is thus burthened 
with her own refuse, as well as that of every sect 
and denomination round her ; and becomes, like her 
own church-yard, the general repository of all who 
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have no place of sepulture elsewhere. But surely 
these are not virtually members of the congregation 
of the Church ; the decency of whose order will, I 
think, stand a comparison with any class of wor- 
shippers, in whose favour you may have withdrawn 
from her acquaintance. 

XIII. To your remarks on the admission of Bishops 
into the House of Lords, I have said as much as I 
desire to say, in my answer to your tenth objection. 
But you further disapprove of their " grand and 
splendid style of living," as no less '^ directly contrary 
to the word of God." I presume not to know much 
of the domestic habits of their Lordships, and seldom 
hear of their festivities in public. If there is any 
harm in a purple carriage and livery for the purpose 
of diocesan visitations, or an annual dinner of two 
courses with the Parochial Clergy and Archdeacons, I 
hope some discreet disciple, who has the benefit of the 
private ear at Lambeth, Fulham, Durham, or Farn- 
ham, will inculcate more effectudly than I could find 
it in my fortitude to attempt, the duty of immediate 
retrenchment. But so far as the authority you quote 
interferes in such details, its precept is rather the 
reverse of your complaint ; and the ** love of hospita- 
lity" is commanded as an instance of episcopal duty. 

XIV. Your last objection. Sir, strikes me as fatal to 
your cause. You submit to be tied and bound by the 
chain of creeds and articles, so long as your tenets are 
compatible with the rule of faith which they prescribe : 
but no sooner have your opinions swerved from the 
straight line of orthodoxy, than you denounce those 
ordeals of religious doctrine, as noxious and tyranni- 
cal. Now, I entertain myself but little veneration for 
the fetters forged by Bigotry, in any age, to cripple 
the consciences of her fellow-creatures. I do not see 
what right a man has to dictate to another the mi- 
nutest articles of his belief ; to define what Christ has 
not defined; to enforce what Christ has not pronounced 
essential. ^' Believe, and thou shalt be saved," is the 

B 
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simple declaration of the Gospel. With that Gospel 
in our hands^ we hold the commandment to obey^ and 
the subject of obedience, both together: and the 
Christian has a right to take them as he finds them, 
without measuring his faith by the definitions of an- 
other. Upon doctrines, therefore, not essential to sal- 
vation, I wish the laity might be exempt from every 
unnecessary confinement. The Kingdom of Heaven 
would be tkus proclaimed, less in word, but more in 
power ; and the removal of nugatory distinctions would 
bring many a disunited family into the fellowship of 
Christian brotherhood. Yet, with all this propensity 
to indulgence, I see no possibility of extending any 
liberty of choice to the appointed teachers of Religion ; 
while, on several doctrines of recent introduction or 
revival, notions more definite and accurate appear to 
have become advisable. The want of this precaution 
has already split the Church into several parties and 
denominations, and undermined that uniformity of 
belief, which constitutes the corner-stone of her exist- 
ence. 

Having now proceeded through the catalogue of 
your objections to the Church of England, and an- 
swered them, one by one, with equal candour and 
mildness, allow me to remind you, that for any 
expression I may have introduced, discordant with 
the general feehngs of her members, the Church of 
England must not be held responsible. I speak no 
sentiments but my own ; and no one, but myself, has 
incurred any obligation to defend them. Neither is it 
at all probable that any temptation will induce me to 
prolong the argument of our dispute in its present 
shape. I have a rooted dislike to controversy, not 
only from the mental irritation it is apt to gender, 
even with the gentlest dispositions, but from the faci- 
lity with which we perpetually observe propositions, 
the most untenable and desperate, maintained in writ- 
ing, either by force or clamour, or the plausibility of 
politeness, till the alacrity of the writers, and the 
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attention of the readers^ subside into corresponding 
apathy, and each party claims a victory, which neither 
finds it worth while any longer, to dispute. 

Finally, Sir, I am not without a hope, that your 
censures may have eUcited truth, and, perhaps, pro- 
duced conviction, on the side you neither anticipated 
nor desired. If I am not altogether deceived in this 
hope, what is your only course remaining under pre- 
sent circumstances, and what becomes o^ your con- 
cluding fulminations against the Church ? You must 
excuse me if I retain my prepossessions in behalf of 
an Institution, of which I trace the benefits in every 
step I take, whether among the enjoyments of the 
rich, or the privations of the poor ; the promulgation 
of law, the administration of justice, the security and 
welfare of every rank and class. You look up for " a 
city on a hill," and find it not, because you have 
hitherto stood upon the mount itself, from which 
nothing higher could be discerned: if you are now 
resolved to take shelter in the valley, perhaps you 
may behold above you the eminence you have 
deserted, and recognise, in the very spot where you 
before stood, the " holy ground" you were in search 
of. When there, her priests you knew not; the 
"beautiful gate" of her temple you admired not; 
the simple hangings of her altar you revered not ; the 
moderation of the first you mistook for indiflPerence ; 
the comeliness of the second, for ostentation ; the 
decency of the last, for superstition. 

And here I cannot pass one circumstance, to which 
you have alluded with a deficiency of fair dealing, and 
an encouragement of erroneous report, which, how- 
ever accountable, on other grounds, in the natural 
enemies of our Church, I am compelled to attribute 
to a want of information, surprising in the late Incum- 
bent of a Vicarage. None are so deaf as those who 
will not hear ; or so blind, as those who refuse to open 
their eyes. But if there be any one fact connected 
with the finances of this country, more infallibly ascer- 

b2 
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tained^ more palpably demonstrated^ or more repeatedly 
impressed^ than any other, that fact is the limitation of 
the revenues of the Church to an amount barely ade- 
quate to provide for the maintenance and respectability 
of her Clergy : and if there be any one error more satis- 
factorily or frequently exposed than any other, it is that 
which enumerates among her delinquencies a lazy and 
pampered Priesthood. It is no use to ask for proof from 
those who are either barren enough to offer none, or 
bold enough to offer any : but I will yet, at the conclu- 
sion of this Letter, add another (and though a borrowed 
statement, its authenticity is alike undenied and unde- 
niable) to the thousand summaries of its kind already 
in circulation : and I am at a loss to imagine, how it 
can fail to convince those who are open to plain mat- 
ter of calculation, and to convict those who are not 

On this, as well as other objects of daily scrutiny, had 
you been disposed to receive, in demonstration of a true 
Church, the evil will the wicked bear to Sion, I think 
you need iiot have proceeded further than our traduced 
and viUfied Establishment : and should many be per- 
suaded to imitate your example, she will at length ful- 
fil the utmost destiny of Christ's flock, and be '^ hated 
of all men for His sake." You have, at least, shown 
that her pillars are not cemented together by prejudice 
or interest : these alone prevent them not from falling 
asunder : if they stand, they stand on holier princi- 
ples, and more exalted hopes. 

You are, meanwhile, dedicating your time and 
labours to the cultivation of another vineyard. Shall 
I incur a charge of insincerity, if I add my wishes for 
your success? The mode in which Christ may be 
most beneficially preached, is a consideration of no 
little value ; but that somehow or other He should be 
made known throughout the world, is the great object 
after all. To whatever class of worshippers you now 
attach yourself, you will bring with you the experience 
of a man who has run his course of dissatisfaction, 
from certainty to doubt, from doubt to repugnance. 
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from repugnance to denouncement^ in another and a 
more extensive field. What effect the remembrance 
of this fact may have upon your hearers, must depend 
materially on the deductions you urge from it. Should 
you be tempted to enlarge on the duty of unity among 
professors of the Gospel; to teach that, whatever 
may be upheld to the contrary, there is sin in schism ; 
you may find it convenient to cancel that passage in 
your former conduct, which, by the uncharitable, 
might be thought to have reversed, to your disadvan- 
tage, the high commendation of the Seraph Abdiel, — 

" Faithful found 
" Among the faithless, faithful only he ; 
*' Among innumerable false, unmov'd, 
" Unshaken, unseduc'd, unterrified, 
*^ His loyalty he kept, his love, his zeal ; 
" Nor number, nor example, with him wrought 
" To swerve from truth, or change his constant mind ^" 

But on other topics, of a tendency no less imposing, 
you will be heard with partiality and applause. As a 
martyr to conscientious scruples, you will be invested 
by the circle of your new admirers with the glowing 
qualities of romance : you will hear the Church of 
England loaded with abuse and menace, as an instru- 
ment of spoliation in the hands of a greedy and 
remorseless faction ; yourself commiserated as the vic- 
tim of avarice, oppression, and revenge. Your chapel 
will be thronged, your declamation applauded, by the 
thousands who imagine an exposure of the faults of 
others may serve as a compromise for the amend- 
ment of their own ; your presence and your sanction 
will be courted for every scheme, which has the cen- 
sure of your late profession for its object, and would 
resort to any confederacy, and any means, for its ac- 
complishment- 
Believe me. Sir, it is not to insult the side which 

' Par. Lost, Book V. 896—902. 
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you have espoused^ but to vindicate that from which 
you have divorced yourself, that I issue these pages to 
the world. I venerate truths and detest falsehood in 
all its ramifications ; and I am fond of seeing the old- 
fashioned landmarks between right and wrong kept in 
substantial repair. Further objects than these I dis- 
avow: and so far from entertaining an ambition to 
witness the aggrandisement of the Church of England 
at the expense of her uprightness and purity^ I would 
cheerfully consent^ this moment^ to see her swept^ in 
all her loveliness^ from ofi* the bosom of the earthy 
might her place be forthwith occupied by that blessed 
consummation of prophecy, when ^' the kingdoms of 
this world shall become the kingdoms of the Lord and 
of his Christ,** and when, under that pieaceful and happy 
government, there shall be but "one fold and one 
Shepherd." 

I beg to remain^ 

Reverend Sir, 
Your obedient, faithful Servant, 

PETER HALL. 

Salisbury, Feb. 16, 183^. 
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